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Helping our library do more

by Lynn Nowak

T MIGHT NOT BE exactly the community that local readers

know and love, but the Pacific Northwest maritime town

that is the setting for this year’s Community Read will
nonetheless seem familiar, for it bears a striking resemblance
to Port Townsend.

Local author Adrianne Harun’s novel On the Way to the End
of the World is the 2024 selection for the Port Townsend Public
Library’s Community Read in March, and Harun reveals a
community from a different era: this is a work of fiction, so
Harun’s allusions to her hometown, while often recognizable,
are not always literal.

The book’s Humtown is a mill town on the water, with a
school on the hill, a courthouse, a weekly newspaper, and
“subterranean gossip.” The destination for the walkers in the
story is a cliffside lookout nicknamed the End of the World.

Still, these nostalgic elements are from a long-ago time.
“There is so much we take for granted now about how we
move around in the world and how we communicate,” Harun
said. But it wasn’t like that in 1962. “We live in such a fast world
now; back then, the town was so much slimmer”

Port Townsend Public Library director Melody Sky Weaver
said that last year, when she heard Harun was coming out with
a new book, she immediately became interested in the novel
as a contender for the Community Read. She already knew
Harun to be a talented writer and teacher.

“First and foremost, when I'm choosing a book,” said
Weaver, “it needs to be beautifully written. If were talking
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about the joys of lifelong reading
when we’re planning a Community
Read, it has to be top-notch. I don’t
say this lightly, but it’s been a long
time since a book has haunted me
in such a profound way. The book
just stayed with me. I am not the
same person as when I started
reading it. I just knew that this was
the book for our community”
Harun was astonished that her story was selected. “It was
a complete surprise and an utter sweetness” to be chosen,
(continued on next page)
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she said. Curiously, Harun shared that
although she has a profile on the East
Coast, she remains fairly incognito

in her own town. As described in the
Community Read brochure biographical
statement, she ran a garage with her

late husband, the legendary Alistair
Scovil. “Here, I've always been Ali’s wife
or Motorsport,” she said with a smile
during an interview.

Weaver chose to announce the
Community Read book early this year—
before Christmas—to build a little buzz
and prompt people to read the story over
the holidays or to give the book as a gift.
“She definitely bumped my sales,” Harun
said. “Announcing early was a wonderful
thing for her to do”

Harun also is happy that people
now will have easy access to her book
as Community Read events unfold in
March. Last month, the library began
circulating 500 free copies: Weaver calls
them “read and release” books, hoping
that readers will pass them on to friends
and family when they’re finished.

Follow the
Yellow Brick Road with
The Wizard of Oz
atthe Rose,
March 2, 10 am

Set in the fictional almost-Port
Townsend of yesteryear, On the Way to
the End of the World is framed against an
imagined backdrop of a short-lived, but
real historical phenomenon called the
Kennedy Walk or the Big Walk.

In 1962, Americans were anxious
about nuclear war shortly after the
Cuban Missile Crisis. To encourage
faith in the United States’ abilities and
the resilience of the American people,
President John E Kennedy sought an
idea that could unify the country in
a shared, patriotic endeavor. The idea
he hit upon came from a mandate
originating in the Teddy Roosevelt era,
which required that U.S. Marines be
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Walk 50 miles
this March and
win a prize in the
library’s Big Walk!

able to walk fifty miles in twenty hours.
Thinking that this test of physical fitness
and strength would be just the venture
he was looking for, the president’s
brother, Robert Kennedy, and some
cabinet members actually walked the
walk—although Bobby Kennedy was
the only one to finish. But after his walk,
other walks were organized around the
country.

Harun herself is an avid walker, and
her idea for the book especially took
shape after a walk she took in England’s
Cotswolds region about a year after
her husband’s death. She wrote On the
Way to the End of the World during the
pandemic, when she—and everyone—
was cut off from the world. In some
ways, she said, that was a gift, because
she was writing a lot about grief and she
didn’t want to see very many people. She
admits the book is intensely personal.

“But it’s also a book about what
happens when you do make those
connections with people and how
surprising they are” She found that to
be true, especially during her walk with
strangers in the Cotswolds when her
fellow walkers revealed their truths.

It may sound metaphorical, she
said, but “you can be utterly alone, or
you can make the choice to walk with
people” She also noticed that her first
impressions of people weren't always
accurate. Harun said of a woman she
met who was so much more than her
initial image, “I met a soul”

Walk, talk, hear:
John Muir StoryWalk®,
book talks,
the epic 1962
Columbus Day storm

The novel’s characters are varied, from
disparate backgrounds—the widow,
the young girl, the old man, the Boy
Scouts, the high school boys, the town
gossip—but as they embark upon their
own walking journey, they learn about
community. Noted Weaver, “One of the
many powerful things about Adrianne’s
writing about the human condition is
how she explores really difficult subjects
like grief. Grief touches everyone” And
while it’s easy to feel isolated when
dealing with big emotions such as
grief or belonging, “reading helps us
remember that we're not alone”

Weaver said Harun also really
understands the sacredness of
community. “At its fundamental core,
the Community Read is about building
community through the shared
experience of reading and discussing

Meet Adrianne Harun:

talk and book signing,

NW Maritime Center,
March 30, 6 pm

the same book, because we're all in the
same world together—although no two
readers read the same book. Don’t we
have a calling to do something greater
than ourselves, to achieve some big
goal? Isn't there something a little bit
miraculous and inexplicable in that?”

Harun expressed her gratitude to
Weaver and the library for selecting On
the Way to the End of the World as the
focus of the monthlong Community
Read, which culminates on March 30,
when she gives a presentation and
reading at 6 PM at the Northwest
Maritime Center.

Harun welcomes discussion of
the book. “Mostly I'm just curious,
concerned, and hopeful that people
engage with it” [ ]

For more events and details, visit the
library’s website, ptpubliclibrary.org.
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¢ Tom Lake
Ann Patchett (2023)

Ann Patchett’s latest novel tells the story
of Lara, the mother of three young
women, who, while playing summer
stock as a 19-year-old actress at a theater
company called Tom Lake, enjoyed a
singular love affair. Set in Michigan on
a cherry farm, the novel slowly unfolds,
revealing details past and present from
both Lara’s life and her daughters’

I listened to this novel as an
audiobook and at first found it hard to
follow because the timeline switches
back and forth—from the 2020
pandemic lockdown to the 1980s. The
character development is slow and sure,
however, and as I continued to listen, I
grew intrigued, wanting to learn more
about everyone involved.

Patchett crafts a tale that includes a
charismatic and narcissistic actor, his
very thoughtful older brother, Lara’s
wonderful husband and family, and the
decisions Lara has made during her life.
As in every life, there are moments we

regret and do not share with anyone else.

This story contains far too much for me
to unpack in this brief review, but I was
sorry to reach its end. I was captured
by the tale and interested in all of the
characters.
Ann Patchett, you did it again!
—Fran Post

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER il

Tom Lake

A Novel

B Ann Patchett

GEORGE SAUNDERS

#I VEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF LINCOLN. U THE BARDO

¢ Fox 8
George Saunders (2013, 2018)

This story by Man Booker Prize winner
George Saunders (Lincoln in the Bardo,
2017) takes a bit of getting used to
because it is written by a fox.

It begins,“Deer Reeder: First may
I say, sorry for any werds I spel rong.
Because I am a fox!” and quickly
becomes easy to understand.

Fox 8 is bright, a dreamer who learns
to read. One day, he sees a sign: “Coming
Soon, FoxViewCommons.” Turns out,
FoxViewCommons is a “mawl” with lots
of “Par King,” which totally destroys the
foxes’ den and food sources.

So Fox 8 goes looking for a safe place
for his den mates. He also decides to
write a story in the form of letters to
“Yumans,” describing how he learned
English and how he survived the
destruction of his original home. His
letter ends with, “If you want your Storys
to end happy, try being niser”

This fable is wise, funny, and
horrifying. It is not quite irony or
satire but a humorous, scathing look at
humans’ disregard for the environment.
Ilustrations by Chelsea Cardinal greatly
enhance the book. I highly recommend
it for anyone older than 10.

—Geralynn Rackowski
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. .. and to Read Some More

¢ The Little Drummer Girl
John le Carré (1983; Penguin Books 2018)

Looking back on his novel The Little Drummer Girl ten years
after its first publication, John le Carré pronounced himself
largely satisfied. The opening scene in West Germany ran
too long, he thought, but overall the story held up fairly well.

Too well: The vicious Israeli-Palestinian conflict

of the book’s backdrop had improved little in the

intervening decade. Sadly, and for obvious reasons,

the novel is enjoying renewed relevance today.
The novel involves an elaborate plot by Israeli

intelligence operatives to capture a master

Palestinian bombmaker who has been blowing

up Israeli targets throughout western Europe.

Charlie, the vividly drawn main character, is

an aspiring and vaguely left-wing young stage

actress recruited to penetrate the bombmaker’s

clandestine network. The smoldering, complex

relationship between Charlie and her handler,

a mysterious Israeli named (among other

things) Joseph, provides the novel’s central drama.

Though Charlie is in her early or mid-twenties, the novel
is in many ways a coming-of-age story. As Charlie evolves,
sometimes enthusiastically and sometimes reluctantly, from
actress into spy, she learns much about herself and the world.
Much of this knowledge is deeply disturbing, and Charlie’s
struggle to adjust is one of the book’s most gripping narratives.

¢ The Midnight News

Jo Baker (2023)

It takes a talented writer to offer a fresh new take on a familiar
story, and that is exactly what Jo Baker has done with her latest

novel, The Midnight News. Plenty of novels have
been set in London during the Blitz, but Baker
uses that backdrop to illuminate the human desire
to impose order on chaos and ascribe reason to
randomness.

As bombs fall and the city starts to disintegrate
brick by brick, a young woman named Charlotte
Richmond is staking out her independence from
her overbearing family, with an insignificant job as
a typist and living in a room at the top of a house
in a not-so-fashionable neighborhood. Charlotte
looks forward to seeing her childhood friend
Elena when the blackout and sirens allow, but
Elena hardly seems to have time, and Charlotte

feels hurt. Hurt turns to shock when she finds out that Elena

NOW AN amC MINISERIES

THE
LITTLE
DRUMMER

RL_

Late in the novel, le Carré takes the reader inside the grim
daily existence of a Palestinian refugee camp in south Lebanon.
The description is matter-of-fact, eschewing both maudlin
sympathy and angry denunciation. It is a view of Palestinians

that even today is almost entirely absent from
the American media landscape and must have
been even more surprising to readers in 1983.

As typical of le Carré, The Little Drummer
Girl contains many colorful characters but no
unambiguous heroes. Only his villain is identified
with unusual clarity—the fanaticism that leads
to violence. Describing one of the bombmaker’s
West German accomplices, le Carré says her eyes
are “dangerously innocent. A militant simplicity
gazed out on a complicated world.” He also
condemns the Israeli warmongers who at the time
wanted a full-scale invasion of Lebanon (including
then-Prime Minister Menachem Begin, a

brooding, unnamed offstage presence throughout the book).

The

MIDNIGHT
NEWS2

A novel

JO BAKER

Writing recently about the present-day Gaza catastrophe,
Guardian columnist Jonathan Freedland condemned outsiders
who thoughtlessly cheer for one side while reviling the other.
The war, Freedland asserts, is not a soccer match. Looking
down (or up) from his post-terrestrial abode, le Carré must
surely agree.

—Rich Johnson

has died in a bombing raid, and the first brick falls from
Charlotte’s carefully constructed facade.

One after another, people close to Charlotte
are dying under the escalating Blitz. Could it
have to do with the Shadow Man who seems to
be following her? Can she find the thread that
ties these deaths together, a reason behind all her
losses? And can she hold at bay the demons from
her past, even as the voices of the lost visit her,
making demands and offering vague suggestions?

The Midnight News is a slow-burning thriller,
the story of a city coming apart under siege,
personified by the life of one girl slowly buckling

8| under sleeplessness, sorrow, and paranoia. It’s a

compulsive read, one with plenty of unexpected
twists, and one with a memorable, if somewhat

untrustworthy heroine you can’t help but root for.

—Kristine Kaufman



¢ Fire Weather
John Vaillant (2023)

Simply put, John Vaillant’s newest book is about the natural
world colliding with modern demands and resulting in a
holocaust of sorts in the American West. Like his other
books, The Tiger and The Golden Spruce, this one is a true
tale about humans and their interaction with the
local environment, specifically the environs of the
petroleum city of Fort McMurray, Alberta. Here,
Vaillant describes the 2016 wildfire that started in
the forest five miles outside the city and became
the largest and most costly natural disaster in
Canadian history.

Northern Alberta’s oil sands produce a
surprising amount of petroleum; more U.S.
imports come from here than from the rest of
the world. But this industry does not produce
typical crude oil from typical oil wells; rather,
it is a mining industry centered on excavating,
separating, and “upgrading” bitumen, more
commonly known as tar or asphalt, from sand.

Vaillant describes both the industry and its growth in the far

northern forest. These details, along with the natural history
of the vast forested area and the impact of climate warming,
make for a bit slow reading at times but are also important to

4 Barbarian Days
William Finnegan (2015)

Surfing. A sport about which I had no interest. But noting that
Barbarian Days: A Surfing Life was a New York Times bestseller
and winner of the Pulitzer Prize, I picked it up,
started reading, and was properly gobsmacked. \
I'd anticipated a surfer dude’s view of the world,
which is what I got, but what I also got was my
judgmental stereotype obliterated. William
Finnegan’s surfing-themed biography is witty,
transparent, exciting, and full of literary allusions
that demand the reader ask, “Who is this guy?”
A quick Google search will tell you that
Finnegan is an international journalist, a staff
writer for the New Yorker, and a widely published
author. As I read his work, he came across as
erudite—well traveled and well read. A prolific
journal keeper as well as correspondent (whose
friends remarkably kept and then returned letters
going back decades), Finnegan recounts events covering
sixty-plus years as if they all happened last week. He describes
waves, encounters with people, food, and reactions with
contemporary clarity. Both his obstinate life choices and

FIRE
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A TRUE STORY

FROM
A HOTTER WORLD

JOHN
VAILLANT

(ORK TIMES BESTSELLER

the thrust of his book. Vaillant explains, too, how a wildfire
is much like a living organism—it is spawned, grows, lives,
and dies—which makes the book more comprehensive,
informative, and interesting. And he details how the fire
upended the lives of the 90,000 people living in
the immediate area.

The description of the wildfire is gripping and
scary. The overwhelming drive of the Albertan
government to extract the oil, in conjunction
with the related extractive industries, and to
place much of the area at risk is well documented
by Vaillant: perhaps surprisingly after the 2016
disaster, little seems to have changed in the
intervening years. The wildfire Vaillant describes
was monumental—in size, suddenness, and
destruction—and Vaillant shows how more is
coming. Indeed, the province recorded more acres
burned in 2023 than in 2016.

Sobering and alarming, this book is also an important read.
I would encourage anyone to learn from what Vaillant has to
share and to enjoy his storytelling at the same time.

—Marc Perrett

conviction in the rightness of social justice emerge early in his
youth and are hallmarks throughout his tales. Beyond this,
what resonated with me is Finnegan’s willingness
to expose his own flaws and insecurities. This
man, who achieved at the highest professional
levels while driving himself to extraordinary
lengths in a crazy dangerous sport, is equally
comfortable in reflective thought and self-
effacement.

Though the author is intriguing, it’s the
writing that makes the book. I found Barbarian
Days fascinating, at times reading like a thriller,
at times like poetry. Finnegan’s ability to depict
ocean conditions and waves is infinite. True, a
few times I thought, “Do I really want to read
about another wave?” but in the end, I read
every single dynamic description. The power and
passion of Finnegan’s writing kept me tethered to it. I highly
recommend this book for the following reasons: a unique life,
lyrical prose, an unusual sport, and a world travel guide.

Dude, it’s a total winner. —Margaret Peterson



T’S HARD TO BELIEVE that the Friends’

Bookshop had its first anniversary in February!
Book lovers have discovered that our little shop
in the Library Learning Center (a.k.a. Charles
Pink House) contains an amazing selection of
books and media. In our first year of operation,
we sold over 3,000 items and raised over $7,500
to support the library.

Whether you are looking for an engaging read
while on vacation; a gift for someone special; or
that book, CD, or puzzle you've been hunting
ages for, stop by during our regular hours and
see what’s on offer. You never know what you will
find: our inventory changes weekly.

And remember, when you shop at one of our
book sales or donate books, puzzles, CDs or
movies, or other salable items, you are supporting
your library. The Friends sponsors book club
kits, the annual Community Read, the Summer
Reading Program for kids and adults, Books for
Babies, programs for teens and children, unusual
items to check out, and much more.

Bookshop hours are Mondays and Thursdays
from 12:30 to 4:30 PM (closed holidays). And
be sure to shop our pop-up sales outside the
Community Center at Tyler and Lawrence on
farmers market days this summer. [ !

Guess what?

Port Townsend
LIBRARY

Helping our library do more

Mondays & Thursdays
12:30-4:30 pm

Library Learning Center
next to the library
@ Lawrence & Harrison

fars

COME BROVWSE
our selection of books,

CDs, DVDs, puzzles,
and more!

All proceeds support your library

IVE BACK, move forward: Library Giving

Day is April 3, 2024! The Friends of the
Port Townsend Library is part of a coalition
of library organizations joining forces to raise
funds through a Library Giving Day campaign.
Occurring this year on April 3, the one-day
online fundraising event encourages patrons
and library lovers to support their library and
reminds us that libraries serve as a cornerstone
for our communities.

This is especially true when it comes to the
Port Townsend Public Library. In addition to
well-loved books, music, and videos, our library
offers youth and adult programs, as well as
community outreach and services. Its unusual
items to check out cover the gamut from a
sewing machine or telescope to a daypack with
binoculars or a bear canister. In addition, since
its merger with the Port Townsend Public Library
Foundation, the Friends contributes to some of
the library’s capital needs.

To donate, visit the Friends’ website at
friendsofptlibrary.org anytime through April 3,
2024. To learn more about the programs and
services provided by the Port Townsend Public
Library, visit ptpubliclibrary.org.

Thank you for your support! [ /]

Join us to thank our newest Friends & business partners!

New Friends

Elizabeth Breckel
Scott Buchner
Michael Burk
Valerie Brewster
Caldwell
John Capps &
Karelle Anthony
Kate Chadwick
Celeste & Donald
Dybeck
Pamela Gilbert
Barbara Brainin &
Charles Gioiosa

Annette Gurdjin

Scott Hamilton

Kim R Henry

Zia Huber

Doris Loeser &
Chanson Ching

Sheila Lukehart

Lynn Marlow

Gene Nelson

Kim Pratt

Sue Ramage

Linda Van Derlinden

Diane Zormeir

Business partners

Corvus Crafts, corvuscrafts.com
Hope Roofing, hoperoofing.com

Wallyworks Enterprises,
Malcom Dorn, wallyworks.net

Imprint Bookstore,

imprintbookstore.com

Olympic Music Festival,
olympicmusicfestival.org

Velocity, velocityporttownsend@
gmail.com

Yoga Port Townsend, Heather Sky,
yogaporttownsend.com

Ranie Keithahn,

ranie@olympus.net

360.301.4342 ¢ yogaporttownsend@gmail.com

Heather Sky Yoga
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How about a Friendly spring in your step?

Name

Address

Phone

Email

A donation to the Friends will bring you newsletters, early entry to book

sales, and other annual benefits for one year from the date of your gift.

No more due dates! No more renewal reminders! Instead, twice a year
we will ask for your support and be grateful for whatever you can give.
Donations may be made at the library or by credit card at the Friends’
website, friendsofptlibrary.org. Or you may mail this form with your
check, payable to Friends of the Port Townsend Library (FOPTL), to
Friends of the Port Townsend Library
P. 0. Box 452, Port Townsend, WA 98368

Friends of the Port Townsend Library is qualified for tax exemption under section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code, and contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. No goods
or services are provided in return for contributions.

QUALITY PRINTING / EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE / FAIR PRICES L.L.C.

[d New Friend [ Already a Friend

Donation amount

d $10 [ $25 1 $50
(d $100 (d $200 Qs
[ $100 Business Business supporters are

acknowledged in our
newsletters for one year

Newsletters are available online, at the library
and Food Co-op, and elsewhere

[d Check here if you want paper
copies mailed to you

Would you like to volunteer?
Please indicate your area(s) of interest

[d Book sales

[d Help with book donations
[d Publicity and outreach

[d Occasional jobs

[ I'have an idea; call me!

Port
Townsend,
Washington
WALLYWORKS
CONSTRUCTION
D. Malcolm Dorn
(360) 385-2771
contact@wallyworks.net
1037 Lawrence St.

vonie@olywpus.net

Port Townsend, WA 98368

WA State Contractor #
WALLYEL979C8

www.wallyworks.net



https://wallyworks.net
http://wallyworks.net
http://friendsofptlibrary.org
mailto:ranie%40olympus.net?subject=
https://hoperoofing.com
mailto:velocityporttownsend%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.corvuscrafts.com
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FRIENDS OF THE PORT TOWNSEND LIBRARY
P. O. BOX 452
PORT TOWNSEND, WA 98368

THE PORT TOWNSEND PUBLIC LIBRARY was founded in 1898 by volunteers
and, thanks to continuing community support, has remained an active
Carnegie Library since its present doors opened in 1913.

The Friends of the Port Townsend Library, established in 1978 and
merged with the Port Townsend Public Library Foundation in 2024,
supports programs, services, materials, and projects beyond what the city’s
library budget covers. Every year the Friends funds reading programs,
events, activities for all ages, and occasional capital needs for the library; we
also hold book sales and publish this newsletter. Newsletters are available in
the library, around town, and at friendsofptlibrary.org.

Our funding comes primarily from supporters, donations, and book
sales. We invite anyone to become a Friend and attend our board meetings,
which take place on the second Wednesday of each month, usually at
3:30 PM, at the Library Learning Center (corner of Lawrence and Harrison).
Please contact us by email at friendsofptlibrary@gmail.com for updates.

PLACE
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HERE

Board Members

President

Vice President

Second Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

Publications
Book Donations
Supporters
Publicity

At Large

Deb Vanderbilt
Cindy Johnson
Margaret Peterson
Martha Tansey
Beth Young

Ellen W Chu

Marc Perrett

Fran Post

Linda Rhines
Rosie Watters
Mike Burk

Dan Needles
Geralynn Rackowski

OLIVER HENRY
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