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It's OK to Feel Good

by Lynn Nowak

HEN TIMES ARE TOUGH, it's OK—
perhaps even necessary—to seize
some moments to laugh. The Port

Townsend Public Library’s 2025 Community
Read selection offers one tonic to soothe
frayed nerves and real-life worries or to at
least provide a respite from the often-harsh
realities of contemporary life.

Big in Sweden’s humorous story arc
combines the hilarious with the heartfelt.
While the book’s
characters learn
about their
genealogical roots,
author Sally Franson
also explores the
notion of families—
both the ancestral
variety and those
that people create for
themselves.

Melody Sky
Weaver, library
director and recently
named City of Port
Townsend Community Services director,
chose Franson’s book for the twentieth
anniversary of the Community Read this
March. “It’s such a lovely testament to
our community that we've had so many years of Community
Read,” even through the Covid years, Weaver noted. “I
don’t know of any library that’s done this for twenty years.

“We haven't really done a laugh-out-loud book before,”
Weaver said. But she is pleased to introduce Port Townsend

readers to Franson’s
story, in part, perhaps,
because she and Franson
shared the experience
that inspired the book
but also because a comic
novel is a welcome
balm for a troubled
world. During a phone
interview from her home
in Minneapolis, author
Franson said, “It's not
in fashion to be writing
funny books right now.
And I understand why.
There’s a lot that we should
not be laughing about”
But she said she
still believes that the
proportions of joy and
sorrow in life are more
or less consistent. “It
doesn’t mean you should
be unaware or stick your
head in the sand, but it’s
OK to feel good. Writing
a book that’s intended to
make people laugh has had a
positive effect on me. I hope
that can draft onto readers”
Franson’s story, set against the backdrop of a Swedish reality
television show, was inspired by her own experience on the
Swedish program called Allt for Sverige, or The Great Swedish
Adventure, in which Americans of Swedish descent travel to
(continued on next page)



Sweden, learn about the culture and their own
ancestry, and vie for a chance to meet their
Swedish families.

Weaver, who was a fellow contestant on the

same season of the show, likened the program to

The Great British Bake Off meets The Amazing
Race. During the filming, “We built some deep
and lasting connections,” Weaver said. And

to further her own rich experience, she wants
to share Swedish culture with Port Townsend

Book Lovers’ Café: Big in Sweden Discussion

March 6 PT Public Library (Pink House) 2pm

Swedish Scandinavian Folk Festival with the Daughters of Norway
March 6 Carnegie Reading Room 5-7pm

Storytime Connections: Pippi Longstocking Tea/Coffee Party
March 11 PT Public Library 4 pm

Community Book Discussion with Jefferson County
Genealogical Society

March 13 13692 Highway 19 (Airport Cutoff Road) 6 pm

Family Movie — Pippi Longstocking

March 19 PT Public Library (Pink House) 4pm

Cold Water Queen Talks Cold Water

March 20 Carnegie Reading Room 6pm

My Great Swedish Adventure

March 22 PT Public Library (Pink House) 2pm

Meet the Author: Sally Franson

March 27 Northwest Maritime Center 6 pm

Art in Action: Wheat Weaving with Patt Roche

March 28 PT Public Library 3-5pm

PTFF Presents: The Mamma Mia! Sing-Along (movie rated PG-13)
March 29 Rose Theatre 10am

Live Online: Meet the Author Sally Franson Encore Presentation
March 31 Zoom 6pm

readers—by reading Franson’s book together and
sampling Scandinavia through a slate of library
programs planned in March. The lineup includes
a talk about her own Swedish adventure, set for

2 PM, March 22, at the Library Learning Center
(Pink House). She believes Big in Sweden captures
“the magic, madness, and mayhem of being on a

reality show””

Franson used her reality show experience as
a launchpad for her novel and, as she described,
« . . »
a wonderful container for me to dream in.” She

explained that sometimes she can’t remember

what happened versus what she made up. “It all
seems so real to me. . . . Waking life informs your
dreams, but dreams develop their own logic”
And inspiration rarely comes in a direct line,
she continued. For Big in Sweden, the story
“plopped in her lap” after shooting the TV
show, interrupting the writing of another novel
she had been working on. Her agent told her
to switch gears and focus on her new vision.
Humor comes naturally to Franson. She said as
a kid she enjoyed making people laugh, and she
has returned to that impulse after years of more-
solemn writing: during grad school she thought
she needed to be serious. Her Big in Sweden
protagonist, Paulie, represents Franson’s sloppier,
more impulsive, less thoughttul self, she said.
But “Paulie is not me; all the characters are me.”
Laughter, however important to Franson, isn’t
enough to develop a compelling story though.
She wants readers to feel something. “There has
to be something else undergirding the humor.
If I can start, let readers know they’re safe, that
they’re in good hands, and that they’re going to
have fun, then maybe I can take them someplace
unexpected”

Books are bridges
According to Weaver, the Community Read is
designed to build community through the shared
experience of reading and discussing the same
book. “Books are bridges,” she emphasized.

To that end, the library, through the Friends
of the Port Townsend Library, provides
500 “read and release” copies of the book,
which are meant to be read, then shared
with family, friends, and neighbors. Library
staff have planned a robust suite of programs
for all ages throughout March, Weaver said,
culminating in a book talk and conversation
with author Franson at 6 pm Thursday,
March 27, at the Northwest Maritime Center.

Also throughout March are programs such
as book discussions, including one featuring the
Jefferson County Genealogical Society, which
ties in with the booK’s ancestry theme; a Swedish/
Scandinavian folk festival with the Daughters
of Norways; a talk about cold water plunging
with “Cold Water Queen” Karyn Stillwell; a live
demonstration of the Scandinavian art of wheat
weaving; a showing of the musical Mamma Mia
and sing-along at the Rose Theatre with costumes
encouraged; a StoryWalk, tea, and fika party



focused on Pippi Longstocking, the heroine of the
children’s book by the same name; and the family
movie Pippi Longstocking.

Pippi, the plucky nine-year-old in Astrid
Lindgren’s books, figures prominently in Big
in Sweden since she was a favorite of Franson’s
growing up. Likewise, Weaver is a fan and
particularly fond of this wise homily from Pippi
Longstocking: “If you are very strong, you also
have to be very kind?”

Also complementing the Community Read
is Weaver’s brainchild, a Scandinavian bingo
game, which includes even more opportunities
to sample Scandinavian culture. Readers and
library patrons can enjoy filling out their bingo
“cards” by listening to an ABBA album, taking a
sauna, reading a Nordic noir novel, eating lefse

Ifyou are
very strong,
you also have to be

very kind

or Icelandic yogurt, or enjoying a restorative fika
coffee break with friends.

Exploring relationships

Franson said for her, studying relationships is

a basic in writing fiction, which she does in Big
in Sweden. She is interested in the friction in all
relationships—both dysfunctional and loving—
because friction is part of being alive, she said.
“Focusing on relationships is good for me as a
human being in the world”

When it comes to families, “It's OK if they’re
weird looking. . . . Its liberating for me, and also
very American of me, to say that where we come
from is important, but we also get to decide who
we are based on the relationships we make and
cultivate”

Franson also said she is thrilled to be
invited to Port Townsend and to have her
book be the focus of the Community Read.

Neither Big in Sweden nor her previous
novel, A Lady’s Guide to Selling Out, has been
selected before as a Community Read.
“It’s the biggest dream come true I could
ever imagine. To be one small part of this larger
community experience—that’s the golden ticket!”
Reading nowadays is mostly a solitary activity,
but, Franson said, “I believe in the power of
all dreaming together. Of going somewhere
unexpected together. . . . My favorite thing in the
world is to read in a room with someone I love. A

Star Connection

Author Sally Franson has a fan in actor, writer, and director
Meg Ryan. “She’s been a champion of mine ever since she
optioned my first book, A Lady’s Guide to Selling Out.”

Audiences won't see that film any time soon because the
project was abandoned during the writers’and actors’ strike in
2023, Franson said, “but hope springs eternal”’

Ryan’s influence extended to Big in Sweden. The actor
readily agreed when Franson asked her to narrate the
audiobook. She also wrote a promotional blurb:

Sally Franson is a world-class entertainer. She can
finesse a seriocomic moment in a way that leaves
you catching your breath. Deft and delicious, this
book is a flat-out delight machine. A heart opener,
apage turner, and a true original! | laughed out
loud, I ugly cried, and I never, ever wanted it to end.

Community Read is like that times one hundred.
Times five hundred. Times a thousand!

“It’s bridging our public and private selves in a
way that brings me joy” [l

For detailed information on all Community

Read events online and in person—including
Scandinavian Delights: Bingo and a Pippi
Longstocking StoryWalk at Kah Tai Lagoon—uvisit
the library’s website at ptpubliclibrary.org, or call
360-385-3181.


https://ptpubliclibrary.org/library/page/community-read

¢ Wild Dark Shore
Charlotte McConaghy (2025)

Charlotte McConaghy’s third novel, Wild
Dark Shore, is a tightly paced thriller wrapped
around the theme of survival—the survival of
individuals; of family; of species; and, most
notably, of our planet.

Set on an impossibly remote island situated
between Tasmania and Antarctica, Wild Dark
Shore begins when a woman named Rowan
washes ashore barely alive. Shearwater Island is
all but deserted, with only the four members of
the Salt family, a father and his three children,
remaining after researchers and scientists have
abandoned the island. As Rowan begins to
recover, it becomes clear that each person living
there is burdened with both secrets and scars.

Equally clear is that something is not right on
the island. Unable to summon help, and with ever
increasingly violent storms approaching, these
five people must find a way to trust themselves
and one another, not only for their own survival
but for the survival of the untold plant species
stored in the island’s collapsing seed bank and
the animals that call Shearwater home. Thrilling,
thought-provoking and beautifully crafted, this
is a story that asks what, or whom, would you do
anything to save? Self, family, species, planet?

All three of McConaghy’s novels, including the
bestselling Migrations, focus on people grappling
with a changing planet. That might sound rather
grim, but many of McConaghy’s characters
display such determination and perseverance in
the face of seemingly impossible choices that each
book leaves you with a deeper faith in our human
species and a renewed sense of hope for our

WILD DARK
SHORE

¢ The Cautious Traveller’s Guide
to the Wastelands
Sarah Brooks (2024)

The setting is a train ride from Beijing to
Moscow. A linear progression of days, in which
the reader comes to know the passengers, the
crew, and the train. There are heroes and villains
and a magical ecosystem. The novel explodes
with profusions of growth of both passengers and
flora and fauna. It is a delightful hero’s journey.

The time is 1899. The passengers and crew:
train girl, sixteen years old, born on the train; a
woman with a borrowed name; the countess; the
naturalist; the cartographer; the young engineer;
the captain (“It was unusual for a woman to
be captain”); the French man and his wife; the
stowaway; the Company villains, called crows
because of their black morning coats. There are
the first-class cabins, third class, and the crew’s
quarters, no second class.

The journey begins and ends at iron gates, one
in Beijing, one in Moscow. In between are the so-
called Wastelands. Passengers are cautioned not
to look out the windows for too long because of
a sickness that might develop. The train is sealed
to prevent the outside air from entering. Tensions
develop, and alliances form between passengers,
crew, Company men, and the Wastelands. The
Company is hiding something, but what?

The writing is good; the booK’s first third sets
us up for a fantastical, page-turning ride down
the tracks. I thoroughly enjoyed it.

—Richard Rackowski

futures. —Kristine Kaufman
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https://olympicmusicfestival.org
https://www.yogaporttownsend.com
https://www.yogaporttownsend.com

¢ Lessons in Chemistry
Bonnie Garmus (2022)

In some ways, Lessons in Chemistry belies the
book’s bright pink cover. It took me two tries to
get into reading it, to begin thinking the Atlantic
magazine might be onto something in calling

it a “darkly funny and poignant” novel. To me,
Bonnie Garmus’s portrayal of the roadblocks that
women, especially scientists, faced in the 1950s
and ’60s read like history: the events it describes
are all too familiar to those of us who were alive
during those years. And, I would argue, the same
roadblocks plague us still.

The book’s main character, Elizabeth Zott, is
a chemist whose research is groundbreaking; yet
she always finds herself in the background, with
the men in her department at Hastings Research
Institute (“Where Groundbreaking Research
Breaks Ground”) constantly taking credit for her
work. She refuses to give up, however, refuses
to accept the role others impose on her. In time,
she falls in love and moves in with the institute’s
other star chemist, Calvin Evans. But a tragic
accident leaves her once more on her own, albeit
with a daughter and a brilliant dog.

After a number of twists and turns, Elizabeth
becomes the host of a wildly popular TV show,
Supper at Six, where she is again told by men to
look and behave just so. But here too, she does
it her way. On set in front of a live audience and
on air in front of the nation, Elizabeth creates
delicious, nutritious dishes before their eyes. But
that’s not all. Taking questions from her studio
audience, she spurs many women to reconsider
their decisions and their education, encouraging
them to “not allow your talents to lie dormant,
ladies. Design your own future”

Part rom-com, part mystery, part sword in the
side of patriarchy, part fantasy that remains all
too true, the book finally turned into a fun read
for me, and I eagerly looked forward to the next
page, the next chapter. Now I look forward to
more books by this author. —Fran Post

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

Richard Berg, Principal Architect

(& TERRAPIN
# ARCHITECTURE#

Amy |. Dahlberg and Tamara Halligan, Associates

Corvas On

QUALITY PRINTING / EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE / FAIR PRICES

¢ There Are Rivers in the Sky
Elif Shafak (2024)

Water in its many forms is ever present in Elif
Shafak’s novel There Are Rivers in the Sky. From
a single raindrop to the courses of two mighty
rivers, water’s endless cycle of precipitation and
evaporation ties together three main characters
spread across time and continents.

Arthur, born on the muddy banks of the
Thames in 1840, later dreams of traveling to the
site of ancient Nineveh in search of missing lines
from the epic poem Gilgamesh. Narin, a 10 year-
old Yazidi girl living along the Tigris in Turkey
in 2014, seeks to absorb all her grandmother’s
wisdom before she loses her hearing to disease.
And Zaleekah, a newly divorced hydrologist
living aboard a houseboat in 2018 London, plans
to end her life in one month, until a curious book
changes everything.

These three outsiders are bound together in
ways they cannot see, but Shafak shows us, the
readers, how the fluidity of time and history
connects all of us humans to one another, as
objects pass from one generation to the next, and
great stories travel down the centuries. Water is
not the only element that flows.

Shafak is a beguiling storyteller who lets her
tale unfold on its own terms, sometimes in a
straight line but often swirling in eddies and
currents, as characters, locations, and objects
appear and disappear, only to reappear.

There Are Rivers in the Sky is my favorite
kind of novel: dense, knowledgeable, insightful,
and above all entertaining. I loved immersing
myself in this story, getting a little jolt each time
I spotted a piece of the past remanifested in a
new life. As Narin’s wise grandmother explains,
“Story-time is different from clock-time.” Words
for any reader to remember.

—Kristine Kaufman

L.L.C.


https://www.corvuscrafts.com
https://www.terrapinarchitecture.com

¢ Night of Camp David
Fletcher Knebel (2018)

In your heart, you know he’s right.
Goldwater presidential campaign ad, 1964

In your guts, you know he’s nuts.
LBJ campaign response ad

“What would happen if the president of the
U.S.A. went stark-raving mad?” So asks the
cover of the 2018 edition of Fletcher Knebel’s
1965 political thriller Night of Camp David.
Mark Hollenbach, the recently elected president,
invites young senator James MacVeagh to a secret late-

evening meeting at Camp David, the presidential retreat in

the Maryland mountains. MacVeagh's thrill at being singled
out for this honor (there are no other invitees) slowly turns to
horror as the meeting runs into the wee hours, and Hollenbach
spells out a bizarrely grandiose plan for world domination.

The book’s central plot has a tight, Hitchcockian pace as
MacVeagh, with increasing desperation, tries to tell friends
and acquaintances that Hollenbach is frighteningly unhinged.
They in turn come to believe it is MacVeagh who needs to
be committed to an institution, since they see no signs of
Hollenbach’s infirmity; only MacVeagh witnesses it. Toward
the end of the book, the senator begins to doubt his own
sanity.

Happy birthday, Bookshop!

T 1E Friexps’ BooksHoP marked its second anniversary
during Fall in Love with Your Library week this past February.
We celebrated with a Valentine’s Day drawing for a mug—
songbird, seastars, or Van Gogh’s sunflowers—each filled with
candy and Bookshop gift certificates. Congratulations to all
three winners!

The brainchild of Lauretta Frost and Jody Glaubman and
staffed entirely by volunteers, this tiny gem has netted more
than 15,000 for the Friends since its birth—easily matching
the revenue of our yearly big book sales in the Community
Center. The constant flow of books donated to the Friends
means that, with careful culling and sorting, the best of the
best ends up in the Bookshop, along with CDs and DVDs,
puzzles, rolling pins, and more! Former Copper Canyon Press
co-publisher, now Twin Tuition bookseller, Joseph Bednarik
says it’s one of his favorite places.

Located in the Library Learning Center (a.k.a. Charles Pink
House) next to the library parking lot, the Bookshop is open
Mondays and Thursdays, 12:30-4:30 PM. Drop in for your next
treasure hunt for new favorites! [

. .. Don’t They?

Knebel, a Washington, DC, political journalist
and author of the bestselling 1962 novel Seven
Days in May, published Night of Camp David
(also bestselling) following the 1964 presidential
campaign, when LB] successfully lambasted
Barry Goldwater as a dangerously unstable
man who, given the chance, would kick off
nuclear Armageddon. Although the book cover
nowhere mentions our current president, it is
likely that Donald Trump’s seemingly troubled
psyche stimulated Vintage Books to issue the

2018 reprint. “A little too plausible for comfort,”
runs the New York Times blurb on the cover.

Alongside the main plot, Knebel explains through several
members of a top-secret government task force how the
country could deal with a madman in the White House. The
members debate the ins and outs of what would become in
1967 the Constitution’s twenty-fifth amendment, written to
address exactly this problem. Without divulging any spoilers,
suffice it to say the results are bleak.

Many readers will remember discussions invoking this same
amendment during Trumpss first term in office. There is little
reason to believe these conversations will not resurface as we
move into his second term, making Night of Camp David once
again timely and, unfortunately, relevant. —Rich Johnson

Join us for
Library Giving Day

T r1s vEar we celebrate Library Giving Day, a nationwide
fundraising opportunity to support libraries, on April 1. No
foolin; all 2025 donations will go toward furnishings for the
soon-to-be-restored Library Learning Center.

Known among Port Townsenders as the Pink House, the
building is the namesake of Charles Pink, who purchased it
in 1874 and whose family owned it for the next ninety-two
years. The city bought it in 1981, and it came to supplement the
Carnegie library’s space in 2007.

Today, besides a downstairs meeting room (and pop-up
book sale venue) and upstairs offices, the Pink House shelters
the Friends’ Bookshop (story at left). And once the final
exterior restoration is complete, the building’s color will finally
match its name—a nice salmon pink.

To donate for Library Giving Day, fill out the form
on the next page, visit the library, or donate online at
friendsofptlibrary.org or ptpubliclibrary.org. (L}



https://friendsofptlibrary.org
https://ptpubliclibrary.org/library

Let the Season and Friends Be Renewing

Name

Address

Phone

Email

A donation to the Friends will bring you newsletters, early entry to book

sales, and other annual benefits for one year from the date of your gift.

Twice a year we will ask for your support and be grateful for whatever
you can give. Donations may be made at the library or by credit card
at the Friends’ website, friendsofptlibrary.org. Or you may mail this
form with your check, payable to Friends of the Port Townsend Library
(FOPTL), to

Friends of the Port Townsend Library
P. 0. Box 452, Port Townsend, WA 98368

Friends of the Port Townsend Library is qualified for tax exemption under section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code, and contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. No goods
or services are provided in return for contributions.

......................................... g><

Thanks to our newest Friends &
splendid business partners

Christi Adams
Susan Berry
Howard Bobry
Peter Boeschenstein

Beth Krehbiel
Helen Lauritzen
Brian MacKenzie
Carmen Matthews

Betty Brown Rico Moore
Harriet Cannon Chelsey Noble
Jere Canote Peggy Pace

Andrew Palmer
Jennifer Partlow

Genevieve Caskey
Kristiina Chapman

Patty Cozzalio Niles Powell

Erwin & Trisha Dence Emily Belle Saunders
Tirzah Goldenberg Edith Sullivan

Jon Hall Gloria Sutton

Adrian Harun Patty Young

Darryl Hrenko Silas Zoeller

Corvus Crafts, corvuscrafts.com

Hope Roofing, hoperoofing.com

Imprint Bookshop, imprintbookshop.com

Olympic Music Festival, olympicmusicfestival.org
Terrapin Architecture, terrapinarchitecture.com
Twin Tuition Books, joseph.bednarik.yes@gmail.com
Velocity, velocityporttownsend@gmail.com
Wallyworks Enterprises, wallyworks.net

Yoga Port Townsend, yogaporttownsend.com

EST.1974

IMPRINT
BOOKSHOP

PORT TOWNSEND WA

(1 New Friend (A Already a Friend
Donation amount

a $10 d $25 a $50
J $100 J $200 a3

[ $100 Business Business supporters are

acknowledged in our
newsletters for one year

Newsletters are available online, at the library
and Food Co-op, and elsewhere

(1 Check here if you want paper
copies mailed to you

Would you like to volunteer?
Please indicate your area(s) of interest

[ Serve on the board

[ Book sales or book donations
(1 Occasional jobs

[d | have an idea; call me!

......................... P

WALLY WORKS
CONSTRUCTION

D. Malcolm Dorn

(360) 385-2771
contact@wallyworks.net

1037 Lawrence St.
Port Townsend, WA 98368

WA State Contractor #
WALLYEL979C8

www.wallyworks.net



https://wallyworks.net
http://wallyworks.net
https://www.friendsofptlibrary.org
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mailto:velocityporttownsend%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.imprintbookshop.com
https://www.corvuscrafts.com
https://www.hoperoofing.com
http://www.imprintbookshop.com
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https://terrapinarchitecture.com
mailto:joseph.bednarik.yes%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:velocityporttownsend%40gmail.com?subject=
https://wallyworks.net
https://www.yogaporttownsend.com

FRIENDS OF THE PORT TOWNSEND LIBRARY
P. 0. BOX 452
PORT TOWNSEND, WA 98368

No bid sale in March

First 2025 bid hook sale

April 26 '
community (e“te\,
Lawrence & T

THE PORT TOWNSEND PUBLIC LIBRARY was founded in 1898 by volunteers
and, thanks to continuing community support, has remained an active
Carnegie library since its present doors opened in 1913.

The Friends of the Port Townsend Library, established in 1978, supports
programs, services, materials, and ocaasional projects beyond what the
city’s library budget covers. Every year we fund reading programs, events,
and activities for all ages; we also hold book sales and publish three
newsletters. Newsletters are available in the library, around town, and at
friendsofptlibrary.org.

Our funding comes primarily from supporters, donations, and book
sales. We invite anyone to become a Friend and attend our board meetings,
which take place on the second Wednesday of each month, at 3:30 PMm, at
the Library Learning Center (a.k.a. Pink House, corner of Lawrence &

Harrison). Please email friendsofptlibrary@gmail.com for updates.

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Board Members

President

Vice President
Second Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

Publishing
Supporters

Book Donations
Publicity

At Large

Deb Vanderbilt
Cindy Johnson
Margaret Peterson
Linda Rhines

Beth Young

Ellen W Chu

Dru Dence

Marc Perrett

Rosie Watters
Mike Burk

Dan Needles

Fran Post
Geralynn Rackowski
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