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Check It Out!

author or subject to Port Townsend, whether 
the author can attend at all, or whether the 
subject matter or author is Pacific Northwest 
based. But the choice depends on more than 
practicality.

“For me, I’m looking at something that 
the community can gather around. You want 
the subject to be approachable, the writing 
to be approachable,” Darrock said. In short, 
a Community Read book must be relatable.

“A book like this builds empathy through 
lived experience that’s different from our 
own. Now, more than ever, we need to bring 
people who are different from one another 
together to have shared experiences,” said 
Weaver.

Mackay said he never thought he would 
be featured in a book, but his grandmother, 
Beverly Dawson, recognized there was 
much that people could gain from his story 
about overcoming adversity and achieving 
personal potential.

“As a proud grandma, she wanted to share 
that with the world. And Grandma is a hard pusher!”

Dawson contacted Polinsky, a former journalist and high 
school teacher who is now a novelist and playwright. “Beverly, 
the matriarch of the family, and a force of nature, told me as 
soon as I met her charismatic grandson I would want to write 
the book,” Polinsky said. “She was right.” Polinsky relayed that 
Dawson knew from the start that Ian’s story was also the story 
of Ian’s mom and Dawson’s daughter, Teena Woodward.

After the accident that left him paralyzed, both of his 
parents dropped everything to be with him. “They were 
something familiar, something to hold on to,” Mackay said. 
They gave him a sense of security. “Suddenly, I could feel safe.”

His dad, Zeke Mackay, often took grueling night shifts with 
Ian during his recovery, and afterward. And his mom was 

(continued on next page)

by Lynn Nowak

Ian Mackay has a voice, and he’s 
using it.
He tells a personal story of 

determined resilience and also 
highlights the pleasures of being 
outdoors, advocates for disability 
awareness and improved accessibility, 
and encourages community building.

Mackay is engaged in myriad 
ways, the latest of which is through 
a biography about his experiences, 
recounted by author Karen Polinsky, 
called Ian’s Ride: A Long-Distance 
Journey to Joy. Their collaboration 
is the 2026 Port Townsend Public 
Library’s pick for Community Read, 
celebrated each March and now in its 
twenty-first year. An Apple-sponsored 
documentary about Mackay’s life is 
also due to be released this year.

Mackay was paralyzed from the 
neck down at age twenty-six, after 
crashing his bike into a tree while a 
student at UC Santa Cruz. It took time and determination 
to build a life again as a quadriplegic, but he has done it—
with considerable help from family, friends and caregivers, 
technology, and the healing properties of nature.

“His is a very moving story, and he is an inspiring person,” 
said Keith Darrock, library manager of public and technical 
services. “I thought there would be a lot that people could 
connect with in terms of disabilities.”

Darrock is the lead for the library’s Community Read this 
year, but he and the city’s Community Services Director, 
Melody Sky Weaver, emphasized that Ian’s Ride was the 
unanimous choice of an entire book selection committee after 
considering a field of more than twenty books. When choosing 
a book, practicality matters—such as cost of bringing an 
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and always is close for anything that he 
requires. “[Woodward] was nineteen 
when she had me. In a way, we grew 
up together. We’re very close friends, 
and paralysis brought us even closer,” 
Mackay said. “She’s also one of my 
strongest collaborators. Ian’s Ride [the 
nonprofit he founded] wouldn’t be what 
it is without her, and I wouldn’t be what I 
am without her.”

cutting-edge technology, author Polinsky 
said another prominent theme of the 
book is “pushing your limits,” one of 
Mackay’s core values. He has completed 
many long-distance rides, including one 
that earned him a world record. “Facing 
a challenge helps us to discover who 
we are,” Polinsky said. “In the book, Ian 
says that pushing our limits causes us to 
expand the space inside of us, and our 
capacity to give.” She said that notion 
really resonated with her, prompting her 
to strive for goals that seem slightly out 
of reach.

March is Port Townsend’s official reading 
month, as proclaimed by City Council. So 
the library has made available (first come, 
first served) 500 free copies of Ian’s Ride 
for reading and passing on to others. The 
library also has copies available for two-
week loans, or they may be purchased 
from Imprint Bookshop in downtown Port 
Townsend.

Community Read participants are 
encouraged to discuss the book with 
their own book groups or to join a library 
book discussion. Readers are also invited 
to log their own outdoor adventures. 
Many activities and events are scheduled 
throughout the month, including talks 
about technology, accessibility, and the 
city’s transportation plan, plus a StoryWalk 
at Kah Tai Lagoon, trail presentation from 
the Peninsula Trails Coalition, birding walk, 
bike repair demonstration, and film at the 
Rose Theatre. The monthlong schedule 
culminates with a meet-the-author event at 
6 pm Thursday, March 26, at the Northwest 
Maritime Center. Biographer Karen Polinsky 
and Ian Mackay himself are scheduled to 
attend. All events are free.

For the complete schedule of events, 
pick up a Community Read brochure at the 
library, or visit ptpubliclibrary.org.

Sponsored by the merged Port Townsend 
Library Friends and Foundation,  

this Community Read marks the event’s 
twenty-first year. Community Services 
Director Weaver said she knows of no 

other library in Washington state that has 
continuously maintained a citywide  
reading event for that many years.

Fast-paced and  

honest to the bone . . .  

a well-told story  

about the powers of  

perseverance and love. . . .  

A harrowing adventure . . .  

a guide to the unthinkable. . . 

Ian’s Ride shows us  

how rewarding it can be  

to help people.

— Jim Lynch, author of  

The Highest Tide

The rest of his family, including 
brother Adam Mackay and stepdad Russ 
Woodward, plus countless friends and 
associates, have all played important 
roles. When Mackay didn’t know 
what his future would look like as a 
quadriplegic, “the nonprofit surrounded 
my interests: the outdoors, trail access 
for all, technology, community. They all 
fit together to get me where I am now,” 
Mackay said.

Mackay works for Apple, whose 
advances in technology have afforded 
him new pathways toward living more 
independently. During his recovery, he 
also learned from other quadriplegics. 
Little by little, he gained tips and 
strategies to help with various practical 
problems, such as spasticity or getting 
better sleep. “Sharing strength and 
hope together is so valuable, but so is 
sharing resources,” Mackay said, like 
the discovery of a mouth mouse for 
communicating on the computer.

In turn, Mackay enjoys passing 
on what he’s learned; he now serves 
as a mentor to others in the “quad” 
community. Not only is it important 
to maintain friendships and build 
community, but “it’s so valuable to give 
back and be able to lift other people up 
and share resources that make their lives 
stronger. I am where I am today because 
someone did that for me.”

After moving to the Olympic 
Peninsula once he was released from a 
California hospital, Mackay had a long 
adjustment period, but gradually he 
was able to get outside on the Olympic 
Discovery Trail in his motorized 
wheelchair.

“Nature is the best medicine. It’s a way 
to escape but also to cause wonder,” he 
said. “I don’t want to pave the world,” he 
continued, but he doesn’t want to be left 
behind either. “We all want to experience 
the world, and you can’t experience it if 
you can’t access it. I want to be an active 
participant in everything else my people 
are doing, so don’t create barriers that 
exclude me.”

Besides exploring the outdoors, 
creating community, and pursuing 

“Above all, Ian has taught me that 
joy is derived from taking the time to 
honestly notice what’s happening inside 
of you and out,” Polinsky continued.

“We want to make a positive impact 
in the world, but we might as well have 
a good time doing it! I think joy fills the 
heart,” Mackay said. “It keeps you going. 
If you can radiate that out, you’re only 
going to make the world better and keep 
other people’s hearts full.”

Weaver couldn’t agree more. “Even in 
the midst of tremendous adversity, we 
can still find joy. That’s an encouraging, 
hopeful message that we need right 
now.”  &

https://ptpubliclibrary.org/library
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News for Friends

Dear friends and supporters,
As we enter our third year since the merger between the 

Friends and the PT library Foundation, our commitment to 
supporting and advocating for our public library remains 
unwavering. Our success is made possible by the generosity 
of community members and dedicated volunteers, especially 
those involved in book donations and sales. We are deeply 
grateful for your support and inspired by your involvement.

The 2024 merger brought together resources and a shared 
purpose to support our library, including the ability to fund 
major library purchases and improvements. Our primary 
financial focus for 2026 is the restoration of the Pink House—a 
vital space for library staff offices, public meetings, library 
events, and the Friends’ Bookshop. Although the restoration’s 
status is still pending, our 2026 budget reflects this priority, 
with $100,000 allocated toward restoration costs. We have 
communicated the importance of the Pink House to City 
Council and the City Manager.

Beyond the Pink House, our 2026 budget includes $65,000 
for HVAC and elevator upgrades in the Carnegie building 
and $40,000 for ongoing and special library programs. These 
programs range from Community Read and Summer Reading 
to speaker events, poetry programs, and children’s activities 
and programs, such as the popular “1,000 Books before 
Kindergarten.”

We faced challenges in 2025—the search for a new book 
sorting and storage space and the closure of the Pink House 

and Friends’ Bookshop. Despite some lost revenue from book 
sales, our end-of-year greeting card and December pop-up 
sale in the library helped offset lost Bookshop income. The 
two bookcases in the library entryway continue to be a reliable 
source of funds. As with other library Friends groups, our 
book sales are our connection and service to the community. 
We don’t track the number of books donated or sold, but a 
rough guesstimate, based on income from our sales to the 
public, suggests that our efforts resulted in about 12,000 books 
going back into circulation—at a really good price.

Through it all, board members, volunteers, and library staff 
have worked together to overcome obstacles, and we even had 
fun, with our annual volunteer event, membership meeting, 
and the rainy Rhody Parade, where we distributed kids’ books 
from a wagon bookmobile as we “marched” to cheers from the 
crowd.

Looking ahead, we are optimistic about our role in serving 
the Port Townsend library and the role the library plays in our 
community. We are energized by the dedication of library staff, 
volunteers, and the financial support we receive. Together, 
we will continue to build a vibrant public library that offers 
something for everyone. Thank you for being a part of this 
journey and believing in the power of libraries.
	 Warmly,
	 Cindy Johnson, Board President 
	 March 1, 2026

Ever since two library-supporting nonprofits became 
one Port Townsend Library Friends and Foundation, we’ve 
been better able to support 
the library. In 2025, library-
related spending—on programs, 
materials, and new furniture 
in the Pink House community 
room—accounted for 66% of 
total expenditures. Our other 
expenditures increased, especially 
those related to book donations 
and sales. Midyear we had to 
move our book sorting and 
storage space to new quarters—a 
great space that serves us well but 
that’s more expensive. In 2026, book sale–related expenses are 
likely to increase further as it becomes harder and more and 
costly to recycle and dispose of unsaleable books.

A closer look at money

2025 Spending

Other library  
programs

19%

Community &  
Summer Reading 

programs
34%

Newsletter
4%

Fundraising
19%

Friends’ general 
expenses

11%

Library facilities 
& equipment

13%

Nevertheless, selling secondhand books is the Friends’ heart 
and soul, and even with increased costs, book sales accounted 

for 36% of our 2025 revenue. The year was 
also good for memberships, plus some 
generous special donations. Add this to the 
hard work of our board and volunteers, and 
you’ll find us well placed to carry out our 
mission, including support for 2026 Pink 
House and Carnegie building upgrades.

Our next big book sale is on Saturday, 
April 18, 2026, and the one after that will 
be Saturday, October 17. In between, you’ll 
find pop-ups at some Saturday farmers 
markets. And (trumpets, please) the city has 
allowed your favorite Bookshop to reopen 

March 2 at the Pink House. See you soon!  &

Don’t forget

April 1, 2026
friendsofptlibrary.org

https://friendsofptlibrary.org
https://olympicmusicfestival.org
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t The Economic Consequences  
	 of the Peace 
	 John Maynard Keynes (1988 ed.)

t 1776 
	 David McCullough (2005)

As we approach the 250th anniversary of our 
country’s declaration as an independent nation, it 
seems an excellent time to revisit some historical 
facts before all the hyped-up mythologizing 
sets in. I started with 1776, historian David 
McCullough’s outstanding and readable 
examination of that pivotal year. It was good to 
be reminded that 1776 was not when it all began; 
the roots of our unrest went back much further, 
and the real war for independence was already 
underway.

But 1776 was not just the year when one of 
our two foundational documents was signed; it 
was also the year we almost didn’t make it as a 
country. There were numerous military setbacks, 
both that year and the one before, and General 
Washington often struggled with an ununified, 
untaught, and unprofessional American force 
and the almost constant drag of trying to wrest 
funding out of a fractious Continental Congress. 
The fact that, for all our warts and worries, we 
are still here as a nation is testament to those who 
believed so strongly in a cause that they took on 
the most powerful empire in the world; fought 
hard for eight years; and created a new form of 
government based on an idea, not a dynasty.

Although McCullough concentrates much 
of his book on George Washington—the 
tenacious yet flawed commander of the patriots’ 
army—he also gives us the voices of politicians, 
commanders, and common soldiers on both 
sides of the conflict, lending 1776 a you-are-
there feeling. This is history painted with plenty 
of texture: As Boston is bombarded in March, 
Abigail Adams writes to her husband, “The house 
shakes with the roar of the cannon. No sleep for 
me tonight.” When the patriots barely escape the 
battle in Brooklyn, Washington’s aide-de-camp, 
Joseph Reed, writes to his wife, “I have only time 
to say I am alive and well.” And as British forces 
were routed from Trenton, Washington took after 
the redcoats, reportedly calling, “It’s a fine fox 
chase, my boys!”

From McCullough’s engaging volume, not 
only did I learn a great deal about events and 
characters, but I also thoroughly enjoyed the 
learning—and now feel ready to dive even deeper 
into the revolutionary history of our nation.

	 —Kristine Kaufman

In a Pivotal Year . . .

As Donald Trump continues to inflict his tariff 
tantrums on the global trading system, it is worth 
considering what a post-globalization world 
might look like. We have an example, in fact—the 
world after the 1919 Treaty of Versailles, which 
brought World War I to a close. 

British economist John Maynard Keynes, 
assigned as an economic advisor to the peace 
conference’s British delegation, was an eyewitness 
to the negotiations, and he tells all in this brief, 
lucid, and delightfully venomous account. The 
Allied leaders largely ignored Keynes’s advice, 
causing him to return early to England and inflict 
his revenge in print—in forceful prose almost 
completely free of jargon and with no math more 
complicated than arithmetic.

Keynes observes that by 1914, Europe had 
achieved a well-functioning economy facilitated 
by free trade. He uses the steel industry, then 
the backbone of industrial economies, as an 
example. While steel mills could theoretically 
be built anywhere, coal and iron—the essential 
raw materials—were distributed highly unevenly 
around the continent. Only by allowing these 
raw materials to move freely across Europe’s 
numerous borders could the industry function 
efficiently. Moreover, the industrialized countries 
of northern and western Europe badly needed 
food imports, which their steel exports financed. 
Again, free movement of goods was essential to 
make the system work.

World War I severed many of these trade 
links. The Versailles Treaty, far from repairing 
the damage, made things worse. Its punitive 
provisions largely isolated Germany, which had 
been the system’s hub before the war. Partially 
cut off from its previous coal and iron supplies, 
Germany struggled to import sufficient food for 
its restive population. This in turn hurt food-
exporting nations like Hungary, Romania, and 
the United States. Moreover, Germany’s hobbled 
trade made it even harder for the country to pay 
the reparations specified in the treaty, which 
were in any event so large as to be detached from 
economic reality.

In the book’s final chapter, Keynes describes 
remedies for the treaty’s evils. These prefigured 
the Marshall Plan and the European Coal and 
Steel Community, progenitor of the European 
Union. Sadly, it would take another world war to 
bring these thoughts to fruition.	 —Rich Johnson
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t Twilight on the Thunderbird 
	 Howard Hansen (2013)

t Is a River Alive? 
	 Robert Macfarlane (2025) 

Have you ever stood beside a river on the 
Olympic Peninsula—maybe the Hoh or the 
Dosewallips or the newly restored Elwha—
and felt awe and wonder? Reading Robert 
Macfarlane’s Is a River Alive? brought me back to 
these spectacular rivers and carried me into three 
other countries whose rivers have important 
stories to tell. Focused into three main parts, one 
for each country, this exceptional nonfiction work 
is filled with brilliant writing, fascinating stories, 
and wonderful people.

My favorite was part I, Macfarlane’s story 
of hiking to the source of a protected river in 
Ecuador’s Los Cedros cloud forest and his rich 
evocations of that ecosystem’s biodiversity. 
The people accompanying Macfarlane are 
notable: a Chilean-British mycologist with 
almost magical powers and two Ecuadorian 
judges, who ruled that this river had the legal 
rights of a person and enshrined the Rights of 
Nature in the country’s Constitutional Court.

Part II is troubling, centered on a river system 
in Chennai, India, that flows in health at its 
source and then transitions to death, destroyed by 
pollution and development as it passes through 
a huge urban area on its way to the ocean. The 
Rights of Nature movement is desperately needed 
there for this river to again flow freely. Still, the 
young naturalist, activist, and teacher who is 
Macfarlane’s guide embodies hope for this river, 
teaching his students about the species in and 
near the Chennai and working with others to 
reverse the damage.

Part III is harrowing. Macfarlane meets an 
inspiring indigenous Innu leader and activist 
northeast of Montreal, Canada, who tells him of 
a company’s plans to build a hydroelectric dam 
in the glorious Mutehekau Shipu, or Magpie 
River, which is essential to her people. Macfarlane 
then kayaks down terrifying rapids for days with 
talented river guides and another local character, 
who show him how to recognize deadly rapids 
and how to face a six-foot-tall standing wave. 
Only because this book was published does the 
reader know the group will survive.

I learned a great deal about hydrology and 
river ecology from Macfarlane and his ten-page 
glossary. And I’ve been lucky to see, swim, boat 
along, and remember many rivers; now I feel 
lucky to have read this book.	 —Wendy Feltham

Howard Hansen’s wonderful book Twilight 
on the Thunderbird: A Memoir of Quileute 
Indian Life is a tribute to Hansen’s people 
and the land where they have lived since 
time immemorial. His linked essays tell of a 
world and relationships between human and 
nonhuman beings that have always resonated 
with me. Hansen also describes the struggles 
his people faced in the early twentieth century, 
many of which are still present today.

Hansen’s artwork on the book’s cover—a 
Quileute family looking into the Pacific Ocean 
sunset off La Push, Washington—immediately 
drew me in; his stories of Slug, Frog, and Shark 
People kept this animal lover enthusiastic page 
after page. Human people, including elders and 
their stories, also figure prominently. Hansen’s 
early education began when Quileute Elder 
Doctor Lester observed the young boy, known 
as cKulell, or seagull in English, looking at a 
shrub in his front yard. Lester asked Howard 
what he was doing; cKulell replied, “Findin’ 
out what it feels like to be green.” The elder was 
“elated,” shouting, “He’s one of them, I pick him!” 
From then on, Hansen began attending Lodge 
meetings, where he “learned Quileute mythology 
and legend, learned to drum and sing Spirit songs 
of power, to analyze Life.”

Hansen’s stories on the importance of 
Garter Snake People made me smile and 
appreciate the power of narrative to illustrate 
our interconnections with all species: “I caught 
and lifted a beautiful Garter Snake one day and 
it vomited a large Slug into my hand. ‘Eat this, 
not me!’ it said. If Mice eat grain, and Snake eats 
Mice, Slug, and Insects to stay alive, then Snake is 
good partner for mankind, I decided.”

Yet not all of the stories in Twilight make you 
feel good. Hansen writes much about the loss, 
or “murder” to use his word, of the old-growth 
forests inland from the Pacific Ocean: “What 
depression can match that of seeing a vital, 
viable ‘nation’ (with its own specific personality, 
developed by successors to hundreds, no, 
thousands of years of being), disappear before 
one’s eyes?”

Twilight on the Thunderbird is an important 
book, one that brings to life a world that has 
vanished but also a culture that continues 
through the power of storytelling.

	 —Betsy Howell is a writer and biologist who 
happens to love Garter Snake People

. . . What Do You Choose . . .
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t Ship of Gold in the Deep Blue Sea 
	 Gary Kinder (1998, 2026) 

. . . to Read and Do?

In September 1857, the side-wheel steamer Central 
America, carrying nearly six hundred people 
and twenty-one tons of gold from the California 
gold fields, was caught in a fierce storm miles off 
the Carolina coast. Despite the heroic efforts of 
passengers and crew over a grueling several days, 
the ship was finally overwhelmed by the storm 
and the sea, and the SS Central America sank 
beneath the waves and plunged thousands of feet 
to the bottom. Only 153 passengers and crew were 
eventually rescued.

In Ship of Gold in the Deep Blue Sea, author 
Gary Kinder recounts this ill-fated voyage in 
dramatic detail and then picks up the story 
nearly 130 years later, when a brilliant, if difficult, 
engineer named Tommy Thompson set out to do 
what had never been done before—locate and 
recover the remains of a ship lying on the deep-
ocean floor. For nearly a decade, Thompson and 
his fascinating cadre of engineers, technicians, 
scientists, and mariners worked to create the 
necessary technology to operate at extreme 
depths and to do so quickly, cheaply, and before 
anyone else got wind of where the ship was 
located. Against all odds, they achieved the 
seemingly impossible and, in October 1989, sailed 
into Norfolk harbor with an incredible cargo of 
treasure and artifacts.

Kinder completed and published his book 
in 1998, but it turns out that the story itself had 
not yet ended. Legal proceedings concerning the 
rightful ownership of the gold took a number 
of years to resolve, and even then, the saga 
continued.

Readers who want to learn more will soon 
have an opportunity at the Port Townsend Yacht 
Club to hear directly from a member of the 
technical team who located the gold.	 —KK

t The Place of Tides 
	 James Rebanks (2025) 

The Place of Tides is one of those rare books that, 
as soon as I came to the last page, I wanted to 
reread it. Part memoir, part natural history, it tells 
the story of seventy days that the English farmer 
James Rebanks (author of The Shepherd’s Life and 
Pastoral Song) spent on a tiny island in the Vega 
Archipelago in Norway, just below the Arctic 
Circle. These islands, largely abandoned for 
economic reasons by the families who once made 
a living from fishing and foraging in the shallow 
seas, are home in the early summer to nesting 
eider ducks, which return year after year to lay 
eggs. Caring for the eider ducks—constructing 
seaweed nests for them, maintaining their small 
houses and other structures, gathering and 
cleaning the eiderdown when nesting ends—is 
often done by individual women who live on their 
own for the season. Rebanks, looking for answers 
to a crisis in his own life, had the notion to 
apprentice himself to one of these “duck women,” 
as he calls Anna Masøy, seventy years old and 
about to retire from years of dedicated effort.

The simple but artfully told story unspools 
as Rebanks lives the day-to-day life of Anna 
and her friend Ingrid in this remote spot, 
following their orders, helping when he can, and 
observing closely. The Place of Tides evokes a 
northern seascape of constantly changing skies 
and seaweed-covered islands and skerries and 
of encounters with orcas, skuas, gulls, and the 
eiders. The more astonishing background to 
Anna’s work is that until she embarked on the 
project of cajoling the ducks back home to first 
one island and then another, the birds had not 
been seen in great numbers for years. Between 
their many predators and changes in the Atlantic 
Ocean that spell shortages in their diet, it turns 
out that eiders need guardians. Only at the end 
do we really understand the full impact of the 
important conservation work this modest woman 
has undertaken. Rebanks’s admiration for Anna’s 
stubborn attachment to these remote islands and 
their flora and fauna shines through in every 
beautifully written page.

	 —Barbara Sjoholm is a writer and translator 
and author of the historical novel  

The Reindeer of Chinese Gardens 

https://ptyc.net/gold
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Corvus Crafts, corvuscrafts.com
Hope Roofing, hoperoofing.com
Imprint Bookhop, 

imprintbookshop.com
Olympic Music Festival, 

olympicmusicfestival.org
Terrapin Architecture 

terrapinarchitecture.com
Touchworldwide,  

touchworldwide.com

Susan Anderson
Jalene Chalfant
Courtney Codrington
Meg Crosby
Judy Froedge
Linda Gaede
Rachel Hedgepeth

Many thanks to our newest Friends & our dedicated business partners!

. . . to Read and Do?
Name	 ______________________________________________
Address	 _____________________________________________
	 _____________________________________________
Phone	 _____________________________________________
Email	 _____________________________________________

A donation to the Friends will bring you newsletters, early entry to book 
sales, and other annual benefits for one year from the date of your gift. 
Twice a year we will ask for your support and be grateful for whatever 
you can give. Donations may be made at the library or by credit card 
at the Friends’ website, friendsofptlibrary.org. Or you may mail this 
form with your check, payable to Friends of the Port Townsend Library 
(FOPTL), to		 Friends of the Port Townsend Library

P. O. Box 452, Port Townsend, WA 98368
Port Townsend Library Friends and Foundation (d.b.a. Friends of the Port Townsend Library) is 
qualified for tax exemption under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; contributions 
are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. No goods or services are provided in return for 
contributions.

Donation amount
❏  $10	 ❏  $25	 ❏  $50
❏  $100	 ❏  $200	 ❏  $_____
❏  $100 Business	 Business supporters are 

acknowledged in our  
newsletters for one year

❏  New Friend	 ❏  Already a Friend

Newsletters are available online, at the library 
and Food Co-op, and elsewhere

❏  Check here if you want paper 
	 copies mailed to you

Would you like to volunteer? 
Please indicate your area(s) of interest

❏  Editing, graphic design, web development 
❏  Book sales or book donations
❏  Occasional jobs
❏  I have an idea; call me!

Join Our Community of Friends

✂ ✂

Patricia Lund
Peg Masters
Ryan Mong
Jordyn Oleachea
Celia Parrott
Sue Raley

Twin Tuition Books, joseph.bednarik.
yes@gmail.com

Wallyworks Enterprises,  
Malcom Dorn, wallyworks.net

Velocity, velocityporttownsend@
gmail.com

Yoga Port Townsend, Heather Sky, 
yogaporttownsend.com

https://hoperoofing.com
https://www.hoperoofing.com
https://www.terrapinarchitecture.com
https://www.corvuscrafts.com
https://www.hoperoofing.com
https://www.imprintbookshop.com
https://www.olympicmusicfestival.org
https://www.terrapinarchitecture.com
https://www.touchworldwide.com
http://www.wallyworks.net
https://www.friendsofptlibrary.org
mailto:velocityporttownsend%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.imprintbookshop.com
https://www.imprintbookstore.com
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Who We Are

The port townsend public library was founded in 1898 by volunteers 
and, thanks to continuing community support, has remained an active 

Carnegie library since its present doors opened in 1913. 
The Friends of the Port Townsend Library, established in 1978, supports 

programs, services, materials, and projects beyond what the city’s library 
budget covers. Every year we fund reading programs, events, and activities 
for all ages; we also hold book sales and publish newsletters. Newsletters are 
available in the library, around town, and at friendsofptlibrary.org.

Our funding comes primarily from supporters, donations, and book 
sales. We invite anyone to become a Friend and attend our board meetings, 
which take place on the second Wednesday of each month, at 3:30 pm. 
Pending restoration of the Library Learning Center (a.k.a. Charles Pink 
House), meetings will be held at the Rosewind Common House, 3131 Haines 
Street. Please email friendsofptlibrary@gmail.com for updates.

Board Members

President	 Deb Vanderbilt 
Vice President	 Cindy Johnson
Secretary	 Martha Tansey
Treasurer	 Beth Young
Supporters	 Fran Post
Newsletter,		
	 Editing, Design   	 Ellen W Chu
Book Sales	 Lauretta Frost
Book Donations	 Marc Perrett 
At Large	 Geralynn Rackowski
	 Linda Rhines

friends of the port townsend library
p. o. box 452
port townsend, wa 98368
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Board Members

President	 Cindy Johnson
Vice President	 Deb Vanderbilt
Second Vice President	 Margaret Peterson
Secretary	 Linda Rhines
Treasurer	 Beth Young
Publishing   	 Ellen W Chu
Supporters	 Dru Dence
Book Donations	 Marc Perrett
Publicity	 Rosie Watters
At Large	 Mike Burk
	 Dan Needles
	 Fran Post
	 Geralynn Rackowski

Bookshop grand reopening

March 2, 2026!

Big Book Sales 

April 18, October 17

Community Center 

Lawrence & Tyler

https://friendsofptlibrary.org
mailto:friendsofptlibrary%40gmail.com?subject=

