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by Lynn Nowak

Summer Reading Is the G.O.A.T.!

Find the complete schedule of Summer Reading Program activities at ptpubliclibrary.org, or visit the library at 1220 Lawrence Street, Port Townsend.

The Port Townsend Public Library’s Summer 
Reading Program this year features a local theme. 
“We came up with it ourselves,” said Emily Bufford, 
library manager for youth and outreach services.

Themes from national organizations, which the library 
adopted for the past eight years, either had been used already 
or didn’t fit this community. So, inspired 
by highly successful goat visits last 
summer from Ground Control 
Goats, library staff—helped by 
Bufford’s 14-year-old sister—chose 
its own slogan: “Reading is the 
G.O.A.T.,” or greatest of all time.

There are so many ways we 
can take it,” Bufford said. “That’s 
part of the beauty of the library. 
Whatever your particular 
interest, the library has a 
resource that can help you with 
your growth.”

From past years, Bufford knew 
that library programs with animals 
are “always the biggest hit.” The 
promise of a return visit by Ground 
Control Goats, co-owned by artist 
Lydia Vadopalas and Julia Thurston 
(see page 5), led to inviting Vadopalas to also 
create the T-shirt art. In addition to bringing her goats, 
Vadopalas will be back doing goat block printing with kids.

Readers can earn the goat-art T-shirt by tallying hours 
they read from June 1 through August 31. Kids and teens 
earn a shirt after fifty hours, adults after one hundred. And 
kids and teens can choose a prize book after only ten hours 
of reading; adults get a special sticker for ten hours.

Bufford said she and staff started building programs partly 
on the basis of surveying a group of fifth graders and learning 
what excites them and what they envision for Summer Reading 

activities. “I’m really happy with the movement this year 
and making sure we’re taking the time to get a sense of our 
community and what people want from their library.”

Children, teens, and adults can explore a wide palette 
of passions and pastimes, including animals, chess, trivia, 
origami, a LEGO club, and building fairy houses—all featured 

in this year’s Summer Reading Program.
Besides goat visits, a group of 4-H students 

will bring and lead a program about 
their own rabbits. “We’re really working 
to highlight student voices,” Bufford 

emphasized. Alpacas are also coming 
to the library, and a trivia night 

organized in cooperation with the 
marine science center is planned for 
teens and adults.

For the third time, the library 
will also partner with the Port 
Townsend Police Department to 

stage a bike rodeo at Blue Heron 
Middle School. Set this year for 

July 19, it features an obstacle course, 
bike safety, and road education.

A safeguard against “summer slump” 
before school starts again, the Summer 
Reading Program might change from 

year to year, but the structure remains relatively 
consistent. It’s always offered by the library, and it’s self-paced, 
without need to register. “It’s something you can count on,” 
Bufford said. Adults even view summer reading programs as 
nostalgic, since they likely participated as children too.

“The library is such a great place to explore different 
avenues in the summertime,” Bufford said. She reminds 
families that reading aloud to children, listening to 
audiobooks, reading to goats or other pets, or attending a 
storytime at the park are all acceptable ways to gain reading 
hours. “It all counts!”  &

https://ptpubliclibrary.org/library

