
Summer 2024

Check It Out!

by Lynn Nowak

Adventure Begins at Your Library

This summer, choose your 
adventure at the Port Townsend 
Public Library! Whether bold or 

modest, a world of discoveries awaits 
explorers of all ages.

“Adventure begins at your library” 
is the mantra for the 2024 Summer 
Reading program. From June 1 through 
August 31, launch into an outdoor 
adventure by learning about wilderness 
survival or wild bird rescue; discover 
adventures in the kitchen with cupcake 
“wars”; or dabble in something untried, 
like raising chickens in your backyard. 
And of course, read books and track 
them to earn prizes.

“Adventure is that spark of excitement 
that brings joy to life,” said Emily 
Bufford, Port Townsend Public Library 
manager for youth and outreach 
services. “It could be something big, 
like traveling the world. It could also be 
something small, like camping outside 
in your backyard. It’s all about curiosity, 
exploration, and trying something new. 
The library is the perfect place to begin.”

As explained in the Summer 
Reading program brochure, all forms 
of reading can be logged toward 
hours read: reading a book with a 
friend, listening to an audiobook, 
attending a weekly storytime, or 
enjoying a graphic novel. Parents may 
read to kids; children may read to 
adults. “It all counts,” Bufford said.

Kids and teens read 10 hours to earn 
a new book. If they read 50 hours, they 
earn a T-shirt, this year designed by local 
artist Erwin Dence (right). In addition, 
teens ages 13–18 can wear their Summer t-
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Reading shirt to the 
Nest uptown and 
get a free drink. If 
adults read 10 hours, 
they receive a free 
bookmark and can 
be entered for a raffle 
drawing. If they read 100 hours, they can 
earn the T-shirt designed by Dence.

Dence has a few ideas about 
adventure, too. “If a library contains 
books filled with history and science, it 
also contains art and literature; volumes 
of stories, real and imagined; adventures 
recounted; dreams rendered,” he said. 
“There is, without a doubt, something in 
your library—a new idea, a suggestion, 

a hint that just might 
inspire you, even push 
you to pursue your 
own adventure.

“I was honored 
to be given the 
opportunity to design 

a T-shirt for the Summer Reading 
program,” Dence continued. “The theme 
was that adventure begins at the library. 
I added the ‘your’ because, in a time 
when libraries are under attack, when 
books are being banned, it is important 
to have the most democratic of all our 
institutions be a safe place, free from 
politically motivated censorship.”

(continued on next page)
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Adventures abound
Bufford noted that a wide variety of 
programs fill the docket for kids, teens, 
and learners of all ages. A children’s 
book festival featuring picture books, 
beginning readers, graphic novels, 
middle readers, and everything in 
between is slated for June 20 at the 
library. Build a fairy house from nature’s 
materials on June 28; discover nature 
photography tricks on your phone, with 
Russ Stamp, July 2, then exhibit the 
photos in a photo gallery on August 23; 
hear about raising chickens, July 11; 
learn about first aid kits in a race to build 
them on July 18; embark on a kitchen 
adventure and compete in “Cupcake 
Wars” at the Cotton Building, July 24; 
explore plants from ancient folklore on 
August 7; enhance your understanding 
of birds with Discovery Bay Wild 
Bird Rescue, August 8; sharpen your 
wilderness survival skills on August 14–
15; and attend a wrap party, August 29.

You also have three summer 
storytime options to try, including 
Tuesdays at Chetzemoka Park and 
Saturdays at the Port Townsend 
Farmers Market. Also continuing is 
yoga storytime at Chetzemoka Park on 
selected Wednesdays. “So many yoga 
poses work well with stories,” Bufford 
said. “Everyone gets into it.”

This summer, too, Bufford and 
library staff are rolling out a brand-new 
Summer Reading logo (p. 1), designed by 
graphic artist Terra Tapia. Her artwork 

programs, she said. Kids, teens, and 
adults can record their reading hours 
either with a paper tracker available at 
the library, or by using an app called 
Beanstack.

Reaching more families who might be 
unaware of library services is Bufford’s 
continuing mission. “Anything that 
exposes kids to something they’re not 
used to—that continues to be my goal.”

Author talks and library programs 
can be a great place to meet 
knowledgeable and creative people and 
learn about their adventures, Bufford 
explained. “Nonfiction books can give 
us the skills we need to embark on our 
newest adventure—whether that’s taking 
pictures, learning new nautical knots, or 
building a campfire.

“But perhaps your idea of an 
adventure is curling up with a good 
book and using your imagination to join 
a magical or fantastical adventure with 
your favorite characters,” she continued.

“Whatever adventures lie in store for 
you this summer, the library is sure to 
have something to help you along your 
way.”  &

For a complete list of summer events, 
programs, and opportunities, visit the 
library for a brochure or visit the library’s 
website, ​ptpubliclibrary.org.

Emily Bufford (above & below left)  
holding a few adventure reads and some of 

this summer’s prizes.

adventure sampler

BOARD 
Higher! Higher!  
	 Leslie Patricelli (2010)

PICTURE 
Knight Owl  
	 Christopher Denise (2022) 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
	 Michael Rosen & Helen  
	 Oxenbury (1989)

CHAPTER 
Rise of the Earth Dragon 
	 Tracey West &  
	 Graham Howells (2014)

MIDDLE 
Eyes of the Impossible 
	 Dave Eggers (2023) 
The Rescuers  
	 Margery Sharp (1959) 
Swallows and Amazons 
	 Arthur Ransome (1930)

YOUNG ADULT 
The Lord of the Rings 
	 J. R. R. Tolkien (1954) 
Truly, Devious  
	 Maureen Johnson (2018)

ADULT 
Walking the Gobi 
	 Helen Thayer (2008)

gives a nod to Port Townsend’s maritime 
culture while also incorporating a 
stylized book. “She did a good job 
capturing us,” Bufford said. The idea is 
to create a branding tool that is instantly 
recognizable and can be used every year. 

To that end, library staff are working 
with local schools to promote Summer 
Reading and its new logo.

Bufford emphasized that no 
registration is required for the Summer 
Reading program. Removing that hurdle 
to access has definitely increased the 
percentage of readers logging their 
reading hours and participating in ly
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Remembering a Special Friend

This past February, Port Townsend lost someone for 
whom living in a community was synonymous with giving 

to the community. Among the several local organizations 
Susan (Sue) Sidle served, she was particularly devoted to the 
library and the nonprofits supporting it.

“Sue was one of the best friends the library ever had,” said 
Beverly (Bev) Shelton, former Port Townsend Public Library 
director (1976–91, 
1994–95) and a friend 
of the Sidle family. She 
“loved reading and 
was a great supporter 
of our library,” agreed 
Dee Norlin, a longtime 
neighbor of Sue and her 
husband, Carl.

Besides serving as 
president of the Friends 
of the Port Townsend 
Library in the early 
1980s—“when they were 
languishing,” said Bev—
Sue was also a member 
of the library’s board 
of trustees (now the 
Library Advisory Board) 
before becoming a 
founding board member 
of the Port Townsend 
Public Library 
Foundation in the 
mid-1990s. Possessed 
of humility, kindness, 
a knack for connecting 
with people, and a wry sense of humor (even about her own 
name said aloud), Sue made things happen.

Working with Bev early on, for example, she helped win 
over skeptical donors and wary staff to successfully raise 
the large, unaccustomed sum of money needed to buy an 
Apple IIe computer for public use. As a result, Port Townsend’s 
library became a state pioneer in giving the public access to 
this new technology.

On joining the library board, Sue learned right away 
that the Carnegie building’s roof leaked—and had been 
leaking since 1940—a fact regularly reported in the 
minutes. Despite feeble repair attempts, the roof kept 
leaking, and, Bev recounted, “no one seemed to care a 

whole lot.” At the same time, the library’s collections 
and number of patrons were growing, making it the 
most heavily used library per capita in the state. Neither 
the building nor the city budget could keep up.

So Sue took charge of an ambitious campaign to raise the 
money for expanding and improving the library building. 
“Again and again,” said Bev, “she showed how to rally . . . 

opinionated people 
to a common cause,” 
never talking at them 
but talking with them 
and always believing 
that the campaign 
would succeed. As 
the project neared 
completion, she 
helped move books in 
and out of the library 
and then painted the 
interior with Carl.

“Could this 
project have been 
accomplished without 
Sue’s leadership?” 
Bev asked. Maybe, 
but “Could it have 
been done with as 
much joy and as 
little rancor” without 

her? “Absolutely not.” 
Sue also chose the 
sculpture resting on 
the concrete seating 
just outside the 

library’s Harrison Street entrance. Said Bev, “She and I used 
to joke that it was one of the few pieces of public art that 
everyone likes.”

For her friends, Bev recalled, “conversations with Sue, about 
even the most mundane of subjects, would often end up in 
philosophical musings and explorations of the meaning of 
life.” The Sidles’ daughter Catherine Udd described her mother 
as “an avid reader and intellectually curious . . . She knew the 
answers to obscure crossword puzzle clues, and you always 
wanted her on your side when you played Trivial Pursuit.”

Her warmth, infectious smile, and tireless care for the 
community she joined in 1979 will be greatly missed.

	 —Ellen W. Chu

Carl and Sue Sidle aboard their boat, Shoshanna (Sue’s birth name), in 2011. The 
Friends of the Port Townsend Library is the grateful beneficiary of a generous 
donation from the Sidles, which will help further our mission to support the Port 
Townsend Public Library over the long haul.

&

co
ur

te
sy

 c
at

he
ri

ne
 u

dd



4

The Book of Longings is set in Galilee at the beginning of 
the Christian era, against a backdrop of the Jewish rebellion 
against Rome. The politics and historical characters are factual; 
protagonists Ana and her aunt, Yaltha, and Ana’s 
story from longings to rich reality are total fiction.

At the time, most women were responsible for 
home, children, cooking, cleaning, and tending the 
animals and home garden. A few rich women were 
pampered and dressed beautifully, a decorative 
addition for their husbands. All women were 
expected to do exactly what their fathers, then 
husbands, said. Women were not to read, write, 
create, or think for themselves. They were deemed 
incapable of spiritual knowledge or feeling.

Jewish Ana was allowed by her wealthy, 
politically connected father to learn to read and 
write. Introverted, curious, and spiritual, she 
occasionally has strange precognitions. Yaltha, also learned, 
becomes her helpmate and mentor. Ana is also close to her 
adopted brother, Judas, who connects her to the outside world.

t The Book of Longings 
	 Sue Monk Kidd (2020)

One day when Ana has reached marriageable age, her 
parents take her to the town market to meet the man to whom 
her father has betrothed her—a mean, wealthy old landowner. 

There Ana encounters a teenage Jesus, and 
although they do not speak, their eyes meet, and 
she feels a deep connection. Soon after, Judas joins 
the Jewish rebels and is disowned by the family. 
Ana, too, rebels against the marriage her parents 
have chosen for her.

Eventually she marries Jesus, moves to Nazareth 
with Yaltha, and together they assume their 
womanly duties around home and hearth. During 
the few days a month when Jesus is home, he and 
Ana deepen their connection and spiritual work 
until, years later, Jesus begins his ministry in 
earnest. Though still a rebel, Judas becomes one of 
Jesus’s disciples. Ana’s past catches up to her, and 

she and Yaltha are forced to flee to Egypt. Slowly, slowly, Ana 
begins to find her true voice.

	 —Geralynn Rackowski

In Pax: War and Peace in Rome’s Golden Age, Tom Holland 
examines some of the weeks in Roman history where decades 
happened. The book covers the century of peak Roman 
imperial power, from the death of Nero (who 
probably didn’t fiddle while Rome burned) to that 
of Marcus Aurelius (who probably didn’t write 
all the deep thoughts attributed to him). Holland 
focuses on a handful of dramatic events, including 
the Year of Four Emperors, the existential horror 
of Mt. Vesuvius’s destruction of Pompeii, and the 
still-unexplained drowning in the Nile of emperor 
Hadrian’s lover.

Holland’s prose is fluid and evocative, perfectly 
suited to the dramatic stories he presents. We learn 
that the pillar of smoke and ash towering over 
doomed Pompeii was a mushroom cloud, perhaps 
the first documented in the Western world. 
Holland uses the mysterious death of Antinous, 
emperor Hadrian’s teenage male lover, to explore Roman 
notions of gender and sexuality. The relationship scandalized 
Italy, not because Antinous was male but because he was 
Greek. (Nevertheless, make no mistake: Roman sexual mores 
were anything but progressive by modern standards.)

The Year of Four Emperors (69 CE) was a chaotic civil 
war coinciding with one of the great Judean revolts. The war 

t Pax 
	 Tom Holland (2023)

demonstrated the empire’s resilience while also foreshadowing 
two grave weaknesses. First, the Roman empire never 
settled on a coherent method of succession. Monarchy was 
unacceptable: rejection of hereditary monarchy was part of the 

Roman republic’s founding myth. Yet emperors 
from Julius Caesar onward rejected the substance 
of republican government despite preserving 
its form, rendering electoral succession largely 
meaningless. Some emperors would successfully 
pass on power to “adopted” heirs, but in the late 
imperial period, the sword would become the 
primary arbiter.

Second, the empire never developed a 
persuasive response to unruly monotheists. 
Religious observance in Rome was a collective 
enterprise—not unlike insurance: the more 
citizens who appeased the gods, the less likely 
the gods would destroy the state. Thus, the Jews, 
who rejected the Roman gods, represented an 

existential imperial threat. This perceived threat helps explain 
Rome’s unremitting (if only partially effective) suppression 
of the Jews—which in turn proved to be a grim rehearsal of 
Rome’s ultimate failure to eliminate Christianity. In the end, 
the Christian view that all men could be equal in the eyes of 
one supreme deity proved far too exhilarating for the “fusty 
and antique traditions of Rome” to prevail.	 —Rich Johnson

There are decades where nothing happens, and 
weeks where decades happen.  —V. I. Lenin

Reading Is Timeless
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t The Soul of an Octopus 
	 Sy Montgomery (2015) 

Part biology, part psychology, part philosophy, The Soul of 
an Octopus is utterly enchanting. Centered in Boston’s New 
England Aquarium, the book plumbs the life stories of four 
octopuses—not octopi, it turns out, because you can’t put a 
Latin plural ending (i) on a Greek-derived word—
and the people who love them.

To explore the world of the spineless, shell-less 
octopus, Montgomery travels to aquaria on both 
North American coasts; interviews scientists, 
including octopus psychologists (yep, they 
exist); and learns to scuba dive. Most important, 
she discovers that each relatively short-lived 
octopus she meets at the aquarium has a distinct 
personality. There’s gentle Athena; assertive and 
maternal Octavia; playful yet demanding Kali; 
and Karma, whose name doesn’t mean ‘fate’ as 
Westerners typically believe but, in Buddhist and 
Hindu traditions, ‘choice’.

The octopuses—and the sly twelve-armed 
sunflower seastar who shares the aquarium’s main octopus 
tank—are tended by principal aquarists Bill and Scott and 
several devoted volunteers. Wilson, a retired engineer, designs 
toys and puzzles to keep his charges occupied—such as 
nested boxes they have to unlock to seize a live crab inside. 
Teenage Anna, who has Asperger’s, finds deep solace at the 

aquarium, particularly with her octopus friends, even in the 
face of the suicide of her best human friend. Christa and 
her developmentally disabled twin, Danny, whose favorite 
animals are octopuses, celebrate their birthday together at the 

aquarium so he can meet Kali for the first time: 
Kali aims a jet of water straight at him; he is 
drenched in freezing seawater, and he loves it.

Montgomery’s stories, indeed her book’s very 
structure, unfold on “Octopus Time”: Being 
with an octopus one-on-one inspires the kind 
of awe that warps your sense of time. Was that 
five minutes or five hours? Her writing flows the 
same way: you can read the book in one sitting 
or, as I did, savor it for weeks.

By the time readers meet Karma, 
Montgomery has disclosed a hefty body of  
evidence for the extraordinary abilities 
supported by octopus neurophysiology—
enormous strength, instantaneous camouflage, 

the ability to pour a seven-foot-long body through a two-by-
six-inch hole, recognition of human visitors, moods. Even as a 
biologist once trained to avoid anthropomorphism, by the time 
I met Karma, I’d fully bought into octopus consciousness and 
the fundamental importance of the fast-accumulating science 
giving all lifeforms their due.	 —Ellen W. Chu

t The Bookbinder 
	 Pip Williams (2023)

The city of Oxford, with its famous college spires and gates, 
serves as both setting and motivation in Pip Williams’s new 
novel, The Bookbinder. Peggy Jones lives and 
works in Oxford, but her world is that of the 
town, not the gown.

She and her twin sister live in Jericho, the 
working-class neighborhood next door to, but 
worlds away from, the Colleges, earning their 
keep at the university press, folding and gathering 
the sheets of paper that form the press’s books. 
Working in the shadows of Somerville College, 
one of the few Oxford institutions open to 
women, Peggy dreams of more than just making 
books but knows that her class and lack of family 
connections bar her from joining the scholars 
seeking an education.

But it’s 1914, and the world is on the verge of 
radical changes. The early days of the Great War take Oxford’s 

men off to the fields of Flanders, opening opportunities in 
work and society for women and leaving Peggy with some big 

decisions about what she really wants in life, and 
what she might have to give up to get it. 

The Bookbinder is an easy story to get lost 
in. Both instructive (lyrical descriptions of the 
craft of bookbinding, the arcane machinations 
of the British university system) and emotional 
(complications of family and duty, the plight of 
wartime refugees), it is a thoroughly enjoyable 
read that will make you think about how much 
has changed since WWI, and how much we still 
need to change.

Fans of Williams’s previous novel, The 
Dictionary of Lost Words, will enjoy meeting up 
with a familiar face in The Bookbinder; although 
the two novels are wonderfully complementary, 

they can easily be read independently.	 —Kristine Kaufman
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News from Your Friends

2023 Spending

Community & 
Summer Reading 

programs
22%

Book sales & 
fundraising

16%

Gen’l expenses
17% Other library 

programs
39%

Newsletter 
6%

Corvus Crafts, corvuscrafts.com
Hope Roofing, hoperoofing.com
Imprint Bookstore, 

imprintbookstore.com
Olympic Music Festival, 

olympicmusicfestival.org
Ranie Keithahn,  

ranie@olympus.net

Beverly Brice
Susan Ferentinos
Micky Forbes
Pat Garrett
Penny Kelley
Cheryl Lowenstein
Pat McGuire

Wallyworks Enterprises,  
Malcom Dorn, wallyworks.net

Velocity, velocityporttownsend@
gmail.com

Yoga Port Townsend, Heather Sky, 
yogaporttownsend.com

The friends’ income and expense 
profiles for 2023 were similar to past 
years, although the scene is slowly 
shifting this year after our merger with 
the Port Townsend Public Library 
Foundation. As ever, we rely on your 
generous gifts of books, money, 
time, and hard work at book sales 
and in our thriving Bookshop. In 
2023 your gifts supplied 43% of our 
income, with revenue from book 
sales making up 57%. Here’s the 2023 
expense pie:

Time to follow the money

No big book sales will take 
place in June until further notice. 
Instead, we’ll be having pop-up 
sales alongside this year’s Saturday 
farmers markets and maybe at 
other events, too. Watch for them! 

Twice a year, we ask you 
to renew your support of the 
Friends—once in the summer and 
once toward year’s end—and now’s 
the time for 2024. As always—but 
particularly now that we’ve merged 
with the Port Townsend Public 
Library Foundation—we rely on 
volunteers and donations to keep 
our organization strong. 

Donations may be made at our 
website, friendsofptlibrary.org.

Thank you!

All friends are invited to our 
2024 annual meeting, to be held 
at the Lighthouse Café on Water St, 
Wednesday, July 10, 5:30–7:00 pm. 
Stay tuned for your emailed 
invitation with all the details.  &

We celebrated our volunteers in April with a party, and 
cake (top), in the library’s Carnegie Room. Longtime 
library landscapers, nicknamed the Bookworms, 
sisters Pat Grainger (right) and Carol Middleburg (left) 
were named volunteers of the year for 2023. Thanks to 
all our volunteers for the work you do!

Thanks to our newest Friends and our loyal business partners

Rebakah Daro 
Minarchek

Guy Smith
Hans W. Voddes
David Welch

In other news
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https://www.yogaporttownsend.com
https://www.yogaporttownsend.com
https://olympicmusicfestival.org
https://www.corvuscrafts.com
https://www.hoperoofing.com
https://www.imprintbookstore.com
https://www.olympicmusicfestival.org
https://wallyworks.net
mailto:velocityporttownsend%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.yogaporttownsend.com
https://www.friendsofptlibrary.org
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Name	 ______________________________________________

Address	 _____________________________________________

	 _____________________________________________

Phone	 _____________________________________________

Email	 _____________________________________________

A donation to the Friends will bring you newsletters, early entry to book 
sales, and other annual benefits for one year from the date of your gift. 
No more due dates! No more renewal reminders! Instead, twice a year 
we will ask for your support and be grateful for whatever you can give. 
Donations may be made at the library or by credit card at the Friends’ 
website, friendsofptlibrary.org. Or you may mail this form with your 
check, payable to Friends of the Port Townsend Library (FOPTL), to

Friends of the Port Townsend Library
P. O. Box 452, Port Townsend, WA 98368

Friends of the Port Townsend Library is qualified for tax exemption under section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code, and contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. No goods 
or services are provided in return for contributions.

Donation amount
❏  $10	 ❏  $25	 ❏  $50
❏  $100	 ❏  $200	 ❏  $_____
❏  $100  Business	 Business supporters are 

acknowledged in our  
newsletters for one year

❏  New Friend	 ❏  Already a Friend

Newsletters are available online, at the library 
and Food Co-op, and elsewhere

❏  Check here if you want paper 
	 copies mailed to you

Would you like to volunteer? 
Please indicate your area(s) of interest

❏  Book sales
❏  Help with book donations
❏  Publicity and outreach
❏  Occasional jobs
❏  I have an idea; call me!

✂

Let’s Renew Our Friendship!

✂

Ranie Keithahn
ranie@olympus.net

https://wallyworks.net
http://wallyworks.net
http://friendsofptlibrary.org
mailto:ranie%40olympus.net?subject=
https://hoperoofing.com
mailto:velocityporttownsend%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.corvuscrafts.com
https://www.imprintbookstore.com
https://www.imprintbookstore.com


Who We Are

The port townsend public library was founded in 1898 by volunteers 
and, thanks to continuing community support, has remained an active 

Carnegie Library since its present doors opened in 1913. 
The Friends of the Port Townsend Library, established in 1978 and 

merged with the Port Townsend Public Library Foundation in 2024, 
supports programs, services, materials, and projects beyond what the city’s 
library budget covers. Every year the Friends funds reading programs, 
events, activities for all ages, and occasional capital needs for the library; we 
also hold book sales and publish this newsletter. Newsletters are available in 
the library, around town, and at friendsofptlibrary.org.

Our funding comes primarily from supporters, donations, and book 
sales. We invite anyone to become a Friend and attend our board meetings, 
which take place on the second Wednesday of each month, usually at 
3:30 pm, at the Library Learning Center (corner of Lawrence and Harrison). 
Please contact us by email at friendsofptlibrary@gmail.com for updates.

Board Members

President	 Deb Vanderbilt 
Vice President	 Cindy Johnson
Secretary	 Martha Tansey
Treasurer	 Beth Young
Supporters	 Fran Post
Newsletter,		
	 Editing, Design   	 Ellen W Chu
Book Sales	 Lauretta Frost
Book Donations	 Mike Burk 
		  Marc Perrett 
At Large	 Geralynn Rackowski
	 Linda Rhines

friends of the port townsend library
p. o. box 452
port townsend, wa 98368
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HERE

Board Members

President	 Deb Vanderbilt 
Vice President	 Cindy Johnson 
Second Vice President	 Margaret Peterson
Secretary	 Martha Tansey
Treasurer	 Beth Young
Publications   	 Ellen W Chu
Book Donations	 Marc Perrett 
Supporters	 Fran Post
Publicity	 Linda Rhines
	 Rosie Watters
At Large	 Mike Burk 
		  Dan Needles 
		  Geralynn Rackowski

ALERT

No Book Sale in June

Next big sale in October!

https://friendsofptlibrary.org
mailto:friendsofptlibrary%40gmail.com?subject=

